Transportation Enhancement Grants for the Town and the Village of Johnson
The Town and the Village of Johnson have each been awarded Transportation Enhancement Grants available through the Vermont Agency of Transportation. 
The Town received $14,000 to evaluate the feasibility of developing a multi-use path interconnecting the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail and downtown Johnson. “Because Johnson’s segment of the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail does not pass through the downtown area, it is important that we develop interconnecting pathways that will enable future rail trail users to visit our downtown and take advantage of its amenities”, said Lea Kilvadyova, Johnson’s Community & Economic Development Coordinator. The proposed path is envisioned to meander along the Lamoille River and interconnect the Old Mill Park recreation fields, River Road West and Railroad Street. Provided the development of the path proves feasible, the end product of the study will be a plan of the path and a construction estimate to build the path. 
The Village was awarded $290,000 to design and construct transportation improvements along School Street and College Hill Road. Two major issues that the project will address are the lack of sidewalk connections and the poor condition of the sidewalk. The remaining improvements will include new crosswalks, curb extensions at intersections where new crosswalks will be created, green strips, trees, street lights and poles, parking space markings, and stormwater improvements at locations where sidewalks will be improved.  
According to Kilvadyova, “both projects will help implement the vision laid out in the 1994 Johnson People’s Path project and the 2003 Pathways Plan. These efforts were spearheaded by the Johnson Recreation Committee and the Johnson Planning Commission and provide a foundation for the work that is ahead of us”. Both projects will improve the downtown’s “walkability” and provide safer access to key Johnson destinations including Johnson Elementary School, Johnson State College and the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. 

